
Advanced Studies



Welcome to Horizon HS Advanced Studies 
Night!

AGENDA

• AICE- Cambridge
• AICE Diploma
• Bright Futures

• AP- Advanced Placement
• AP Capstone Diploma

• Dual Enrollment

• College/University Admissions



Advanced Studies

• Advanced Studies offer academic options for students to engage in 
rigorous college level curriculum.

• These experiences prepare students for the challenges of college and 
beyond. They also benefit students in college admissions process.

• Two programs of study that are available on campus at Horizon are  AICE 
and AP

• Students have the option to dual enroll in several college programs such 
as Valencia, UCF and UF





It’s Important to 
Remember...

 
College Admission

VS.

College Credit



Advanced International 
Certificate of Education 

(AICE)
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Who is 
Cambridge and 

what is the 
AICE program?

❖Part of the University of Cambridge –a 

non-profit renowned worldwide for 

excellence in education

❖World’s largest provider of international 

education for over 150 years

❖The only education provider part of a top 

university, ranked in the top 5 worldwide 

in 2022

❖Working with over 10,000 schools, 160 

countries & 40 governments

https://www.alumni.cam.ac.uk/news/cambridge-rises-in-qs-world-university-rankings


AICE Program
• The Cambridge Advanced International Certificate of Education  

Program helps students become confident, responsible, reflective, 
innovative and engaged. 

• Students build a deep understanding of their subject while developing 
higher order thinking skills (analysis, evaluation and synthesis) so that 
they can apply what they have learned.

• Students are asked to demonstrate an understanding of the core 
knowledge of a subject, as well as to think critically. 



Cambridge AICE Pedagogy

Breadth across the curriculum 

and depth in subject areas

An investigative approach and 

the use of personal initiative to 

solve problems

Application of skills, knowledge, 

and understanding

Ability to undertake individual 

projects and to work as part of a 

team

Range of assessment techniques: 

research, writing, speaking, 

listening, practical applications in 

science

Very little to no multiple choice 

questions:

● Can earn partial credit for their written 

answers, unlike multiple choice answers 

which are either right or wrong

● Writing allows us to assess a student’s 

depth of knowledge or understanding.



Cambridge Learner 

Attributes

❖ Rooted in developing lifelong 

learners

❖ Concerned with developing 

the whole student: academic 

and social emotional

❖ These are the learning habits 

students need to be 

successful in school, higher 

education, the workplace, 

and life in general



All students at 
Horizon are 

eligible to take 
AICE classes! 



AICE Courses Available at Horizon HS 
2024-2025



AICE EXAMS

• Dates of exams are set by Cambridge in late November or early December and 
shared with students/parents via the teacher.

• Exams are administered in late April, May and June each year.

• Make up opportunities occur in November of the following school year. 
(students must pay for retakes).

• Exams are graded on an “a”- “e” scale. A score of “e” or better is considered 
passing. Students who do not pass are given a “u” for ungraded. 



Last school year 68% of Horizon 
students passed their AICE exam with 

a passing grade (e or better).

The district average was 64%.



The Cambridge AICE Diploma



What are the course requirements to earn the 
AICE diploma? 

The AICE diploma is completed by 
● seven AICE courses 
● Passing the exams administered 

at the end of those courses
● Ensuring at least one course 

comes from each subject group
○ Group 1: Math and Science
○ Group 2: Languages
○ Group 3: Arts and Humanities

● Students must also take Global 
Perspectives, which is a 
compulsory capstone course.



Horizon AICE courses



Diploma Completion “3 year rule”

• Students must finish the 7 AICE classes in 25 months “3 
years” to earn the diploma
• 9th-11th grade *encouraged
• 10th-12th grade

• If the 3 years has expired students can pay to retake exams  
($125.00 per AS Level exam)

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-advanced/cambridge-aice-diploma/qualification/


AICE Diploma / Bright Futures 

With AICE Diploma student can earn bright futures with only service hours 



How can I earn the highest level of the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship?

As a standard Diploma recipient:

SAT minimum 

(Currently  

1340)

As an AICE Diploma recipient:

 GPA 

minimum of 

3.5

100 

community 

service hours

Florida Academic Scholars Award 

No SAT Minimum and No GPA Minimum!!!!

100 

community 

service hours

AICE 

Diploma

Florida Academic Scholars Award

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPHome/SAPHome?url=home


   Questions? 



Advanced Placement
(AP)
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Advanced Placement
➢ 38 courses offered nationwide

➢ Over 22,000 schools participate in 

AP.

➢ Students learn rigorous college-level 

content and skills

➢ Students who participate in AP are 

more likely to graduate college in 4 

years.

➢ Students with qualifying AP Exam 

scores can earn credit and skip 

intro-level courses at many colleges, 

saving them time and money as they 

work toward their degree.



Current AP Courses Available at 
Horizon HS

Art History Music Theory
Drawing Seminar-Capstone 
2D Art & Design Research-Capstone
3D Art & Design Physics 1
Computer Science A Physics 2
Computer Science Principles Physics C: Mechanics
English Literature Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism
Pre-Calculus Biology    &     Chemistry
Calculus AB Microeconomics/ Macroeconomics
Calculus BC US Government & Politics
Statistics Comparative Government & Politics

24 AP Courses Offered at Horizon



AP EXAMS

• Dates of exams are set by College Board in August of each school year 
and shared with students/parents via the teacher.

• Exams are administered in May each year.

• Exams are graded on an 1-5 point scale. Students who score a 3-5 are 
considered passing.



Last school year 53% of Horizon 
students passed their AP exam with a 

passing grade (3+).



AP Capstone
Diploma



AP Capstone students pursue 1 of 2 awards



AP Capstone Diploma does not qualify 
students for the Bright Futures Scholarship.

It is a powerful indicator of college readiness on a student’s transcript 
and helps students stand out to colleges in the application process.



Comparing AICE and AP classes



AICE / AP Comparison 



AICE / AP Comparison Continued



   Questions? 



Orange 
Technical 
College

University 
of 

Central 
Florida

Valencia 
College

University 
of 

Florida

*Applications and deadlines can be found on each college’s specific website.

*Fall Application Open Jan 29-Feb 28

*Click here for more information on our  Horizon website 

College GPA starts as soon as you complete a college course     

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTI4MTg5MTg2ODEyNDY0NzIxMjIiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFqNVphbE1XY3U4UEZRVGY5WUVBRTl2R2RSckZ6QldibE9UVVkwQS1Ec2J3IiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWVtYmVkZGVkV2Vic2l0ZSIsInNsaWRlSWQiOiJnZTRhNDAzMjU3YV8wXzEwOSIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMWo1WmFsTVdjdThQRlFUZjlZRUFFOXZHZFJyRnpCV2JsT1RVWTBBLURzYncvYTAwYjQ5ZDktZjljZi00NmE5LTg4ODgtNmNkZWJjOGU4YTE1In0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier
https://horizonhs.ocps.net/academics/programs___courses




http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTI4MTg5MTg2ODEyNDY0NzIxMjIiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFqNVphbE1XY3U4UEZRVGY5WUVBRTl2R2RSckZ6QldibE9UVVkwQS1Ec2J3IiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWVtYmVkZGVkV2Vic2l0ZSIsInNsaWRlSWQiOiJnZTRhNDAzMjU3YV8wXzEwOSIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMWo1WmFsTVdjdThQRlFUZjlZRUFFOXZHZFJyRnpCV2JsT1RVWTBBLURzYncvYTAwYjQ5ZDktZjljZi00NmE5LTg4ODgtNmNkZWJjOGU4YTE1In0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


•Start your Career Early before you graduate from high 
school.

•Earn the opportunity get college credits at Valencia College.

•An opportunity to boost your weighted G.P.A.

•Take the opportunity for free while you are enrolled as a 
student in high school.



Engineering 
● Electricity
● Machining Technologies
● Modeling Simulation Design
● Mechatronics Technology
● Welding Technology
● CNC Production Specialist

● Automotive Collision Technology 
Technician

● Automotive Service Technology 1

● 3D Animation Technology
● Computer-Aided Drawing and 

Modeling
● Digital Cinema Production
● Digital Media/Multimedia Design
● Digital Photography Technology
● Enterprise Desktop and Mobile 

Support Technology

● Lodging Operations (Hotel and 
Resort Business Management)

● Fundamental Foodservice Skill

● Building Construction 
Technology

● Carpentry
● Major Appliances and 

Refrigeration Technician

● Heating, Ventilation, 
Air-Conditioning/Refrigeration 1 
(HVAC/R1)

● Medical Assisting
● Medical Laboratory Assisting
● Patient Care Assistant
● Pharmacy Technician

Automotive

TechnologyHospitality & Business 
Management

Construction

Health & Medical

Dual Enrollment Certification Programs



•Free tuition and transportation
•Focused, hands-on learning environment
•Taught by industry leaders 
•Industry certifications
•(Possible) Articulation of credits to Valencia
•(Possible) AP-weighted credits

Contact your 
Career Specialist:

Tehani Quintana
Room 8-106G in Student Services 

Tehani.Quintana@ocps.net

Any questions… 
scan the QR code.

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmuee7SeOTsR7Z_cvtWzN2oc_dZc9a878


Scott Kaltz
Dual Enrollment Coordinator, Valencia College



Valencia College Dual Enrollment
Valencia College graduates with an Associate 
in Arts (A.A.) degree are guaranteed admission 
to one of Florida’s 12 public universities. Certain 
Associate in Science (A.S.) degrees also have 
transfer guarantees.

Next Virtual Information Session: 
February 22 6:00pm-7:00pm
Sign up for the session on 
Valencia’s website
Applications due  February 28

for fall 2024 semester

Email for general questions:
dualenrollment@valenciacollege.edu

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://valenciacollege.edu/future-students/directconnect-to-ucf.php__;!!OJzR9A!elnWNjkYV6tpS_oyVt-IAtO8Ic6bBzWtYNk5UVcTEBRdbpHspgq-sSnUPe2zqEwpNXnSZ3Xp82Rh0lNhoiLsIacIENsX$


   Questions? 



Thank you for attending! 

For more information about our 
AICE or AP programs and classes 
please reach out to the Advanced 
Studies Coordinator Mell Rupp at 

mell.rupp@ocps.net


